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both sides of an argument; and as some kinds of assemblies
are called the schools of politics, I confess nothing can
better improve political school-boys, than the art of making
plausible or implausible harangues, against the very opinion
for which they resolve to determine.

So Cardinal Perron after having spoke for an hour to the
admiration of all his hearers, to prove the existence of God;
told some of his intimates that he could have spoken another
hour, and much better, to prove the contrary.

I have placed this reasoning in the strongest light, that I
think it will bear; and have nothing to answer, but that
allowing it as much weight as the reader shall please, it hath
constantly met with ill success in the mouth of our friend,
whether for want of good luck, or good management I
suspend my judgment.

To return from this long digression. If persons in high
stations have been allowed to choose mistresses, without
regard even to difference in religion, yet never incurred the
least reflection on their loyalty or their Protestantism; shall
the chief governor of a great kingdom be censured for
choosing a companion, who may formerly have been sus-
pected for differing from the orthodox in some speculative
opinions of persons and things, which cannot affect the
fundamental principles of a sound Whig ?

But let me suppose a very possible case. Here is a person
sent to govern Ireland, whose unfortunate weak side it
happens to be, for several reasons abovementioned, that he
hath encouraged the attendance of one or two gentlemen
distinguished for their taste, their wit, and their learning;
who have taken the oaths to his Majesty, and pray heartily
for him : Yet because they may perhaps be stigmatized as
quondam Tories by Pistondes and his gang 3 his Excellency
must be forced to banish them under the pain and peril of
displeasing the zealots of his own party; and thereby be put
into a worse condition than every common good-fellow;
who may be a sincere Protestant, and a loyal subject, and
yet rather choose to drink fine ale at the Pope's head, than
muddy at the King's.

Let me then return to my supposition. It is certain, the
high-flown loyalists in the present sense of the word, have
their thoughts, and studies, and tongues so entirely diverted